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Each year on One World Day, the paths through the Cleveland Cultural Gardens fill with
music, languages, and the bright colors of heritage. This year’s theme — traditional
textiles from each diaspora — feels especially close to home.

Across generations and continents, textiles have carried the stories of who we are. In
Russia, embroidery and weaving were never just decoration — they told tales of family,
community, and place. A red thread on a sleeve might speak of love. A pattern repeated
through generations might carry a prayer for peace. Every stitch was a memory.

As immigrants and descendants of immigrants, we continue that tradition in a new land.
We bring our stories, our symbols, and yes, our threads — and we weave them into the
American fabric. The result is not a single color or pattern, but something far richer: a
tapestry of cultures, each distinct, yet interlaced.

At the Russian Cultural Garden, we are proud to be one thread in this greater design. We
honor the past, but our gaze is forward. And as we walk beside gardens representing so
many nations — some old friends, some new neighbors — we are reminded that unity
does not require sameness. It requires respect, care, and the shared will to remain woven
together.
That is how we build peace — through mutual understanding.

With best wishes,
Mikhail Khoretonenko

message from
Mikhail

Khoretonenko
Vice President and Volunteer at RCG





we are on
instagram!



OPEN AIR MOVIE
WITH THE RUSSIAN
CULTURAL GARDEN

On July 18, the Russian Cultural Garden hosted
the second evening in our summer Open Air
Movie Nights series. Under the open sky and

on the big screen, we watched a vibrant,
musical, and truly stylish film — Stilyagi . This
film transported us to the atmosphere of the
1950s, where the energy of youth, a love for

music, and a yearning for freedom felt
especially relevant.

The audience smiled as they reminisced about the
past, sang along to familiar melodies, and happily

shared their thoughts on the film. The evening
turned out to be truly warm and full of life — like

a reunion of old friends brought together by a love
for great cinema and cozy atmosphere.

Thank you to everyone who joined us! Don’t miss
our next screening at the Russian Cultural Garden

— more exciting films, summer evenings, and
heartfelt conversations under the stars are still

ahead.



open air
movie

We are meeting at the Russian
Cultural Garden grounds.

friday, august 15th
7:30pm



Zodiac in Shock: 
What Awaits in august 2025

Aquarius:
Another idea, another project,
another “Let’s build a raft and

sail away in August!” The
Universe doesn’t mind — just

don’t forget to rescue the
neighbor’s cat and turn off

the stove.

Capricorn:
While everyone else is on
vacation, you’re holding

tight to your schedule. But
the stars whisper: you

deserve a lazy morning, some
watermelon, and a day off.

Aries:
In August, you’ll be drawn

into adventures once
again — just don’t forget

your sunscreen and a
good alibi. Be bold, but

stay out of the fountain —
the stars are not in favor.

Taurus:
The month promises

delicious adventures:
kebabs, watermelon, and

surprise pies from the
neighbors. Just remember
— the fridge isn’t a hiding

spot, and your friends
want a slice too.

Gemini:
You’ll be torn between
the dacha, the seaside,

and Olya’s party.
Spoiler: you’ll make it
to all of them — just

don’t forget where you
left your keys and

slippers.

Cancer:
August may have you feeling
wistful about summer… while

on a lakeside picnic with a
blanket and strawberries.

Expect romance, mosquitoes,
and a surprise from the

Universe (possibly a kitten).

Leo:
Your month, your sun,

your rules! But even the
stars suggest: tone it
down a bit, oh mighty

ruler — let others get a
word in too.

Virgo:
You’ve planned everything

down to the minute, but
August has its own agenda.

Expect surprises and
spontaneous adventures —
even the stars don’t always

stick to a schedule!

Libra:
Your balance will be thrown
off — one person will tempt
you with ice cream, another

with concert tickets.
Embrace a little madness (and

don’t forget your phone
charger).

Scorpio:
You’re once again intriguing

everyone with that
mysterious look and the

phrase, “I haven’t decided yet.”
August will bring passionate
encounters, secret plans, and

possibly a broken swing.

Sagittarius:
August matches your vibe —
hot, loud, fun, and slightly

off-schedule. Just try not to
confuse your vacation with

an Amazon expedition…
though you'd probably

handle that too.

Pisces:
August will bring you

dreams, romance, and three
strange signs from fate
(one of them—a banana

peel). Go with the flow, but
preferably with a floatie

and sunscreen.



ANDREI

Dear Andrei,
Congratulations on earning the

well-deserved title of Volunteer of
the Month!

Your artistry, sense of humor, and
boundless energy make every
celebration in our Garden truly

magical. You were Father Frost at
the New Year’s tree, a cheerful

jester at Maslenitsa, and the lively
Zhuchka at the Children’s Day party
— and you brought each character

to life with a passion and
brightness that lights up the faces

of both children and adults alike.

Thank you for your kindness, talent,
and sincere desire to do good.

We’re so glad you’re part of our
close-knit team!

Here’s to new roles and exciting
events ahead!

POSPELOV

I’m originally from Russia, from the Karachay-
Cherkess Republic. I currently live in Cleveland,
Ohio. In my free time, I enjoy photography and

studying philosophy and spiritual practices,
especially Buddhism. I’m interested in observing

the inner world of a person.

I learned about the Russian Cultural Garden
shortly after moving to Cleveland through

Facebook. When I visited for the first time, I felt a
special atmosphere of warmth and connection
to my roots. This inspired me to become part of

the community and contribute to its growth.

What I like most about the garden is its spirit. It’s
especially wonderful to be there during events —

festivals, concerts, and gatherings. In those
moments, the garden comes alive, and you can
feel people coming together around something

meaningful and shared.



Looking for new friends in Cleveland? Volunteering at the

Russian Cultural Garden is a great way to meet new people and

become part of a friendly team! 

It doesn’t require a permanent commitment – you can help

whenever you have the time and desire.

Interested? email us at

russiangardencle@gmail.com. 

We’ll be happy to have you on board!



https://www.facebook.com/yomahayomashow.cle


The Russian Cultural Garden of Cleveland continues its search for a
talented architect or landscape designer to create a design for our grounds.
We plan to develop sketches and plans for installing unique installations

that will highlight the cultural heritage and beauty of our garden.

Dear Clevelanders!

If you would like to contribute to the development of the garden or know
someone who might be interested, we would be happy to hear from you!

Please contact us by email at: russiangardencle@gmail.com

Let’s work together to make the Russian Cultural Garden of
Cleveland a place that inspires and delights!



WHAT TO TRY IN AUGUST?WHAT TO TRY IN AUGUST?
August is a month of warm sunsets, berry desserts, and starry nights.

Embrace these simple joys to make it unforgettable!

Try a new recipe with

seasonal berries:

Have a picnic under the stars:

Gather a bouquet of

wildflowers:

August is the time of blooming

meadows. Take some time for a

walk outside the city or in a park,

gather a bouquet of daisies,

cornflowers, or bellflowers, and

decorate your home with it. It’s a

simple way to bring a touch of

summer into your everyday life.

Take a walk at sunset:

August is rich with raspberries,

blackberries, and late-season

strawberries. Bake a berry pie,

make a smoothie, or prepare

some jam — it will add

sweetness to your everyday life.

August sunsets are especially

warm and picturesque. Find a

beautiful spot — the shore of

Lake Erie, a field, or a hill — and

take a leisurely walk, soaking in

the colors of the sky.

Warm August nights are perfect for dining outdoors. Grab a blanket,

some light snacks, tea in a thermos, and enjoy an evening under

the starry sky. You can even try spotting constellations!



Dear friends,
Imagine a place where Russian culture lives. Where children hear Pushkin for the first time,
folk songs are sung, and we gather as one big family — this is the Russian Cultural Garden.

With love and the efforts of volunteers, we create a space where you can connect with your
roots and pass that strength on. Everything — from blooming flowerbeds to concerts — is

done by hand and often funded personally. But for the garden to continue living and growing,
we need your support. Every donation is an investment in culture, in community, in all of us.

THE RUSSIAN CULTURAL GARDEN

NEEDS YOU!

Making a contribution is easy:
Send any amount via Zelle to: russiangardencle@gmail.com

In the note, please write: "Donation for Russian Cultural Garden"
Every contribution matters — even the smallest amount makes a big difference.

Thanks to you, culture continues to thrive.



Want to stay updated on the most interesting events, projects, and news
related to the Russian Cultural Garden? Subscribe to our monthly newsletter and
stay in the loop with all the important updates!

How to subscribe?

Send an email to russiangardencle@gmail.com with the subject "I Want to
Subscribe!", and we’ll add you to our subscriber list.

Each issue includes:
Stories and facts about the Russian Cultural Garden
A review of past events
Announcements of upcoming events
Exclusive interviews and materials
And much more!

Subscribe to the Russian Cultural
Garden Magazine!

Stay connected with our culture
and history!


